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An overview

e Look at our schools
-What’s good?
-Where are our challenges?

e Look at our demography
e Look at our economy

e Look at our policy environment

Linda McCulloch, Superintendent
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Montana Schools Perform Well

Reform will never be achieved
by renewing appropriations,
rewriting curricula, and revising
texts if we continue to demean
and dishearten the human
resource called the teacher, on
whom so much depends...
(N)one of that will transform
education if we falil to cherish —
and challenge - the human
heart that is the source of good
teaching.

-Parker Palmer

Linda McCulloch, Superintendent
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Montana Schools Perform Well

Reading Grade 4 Achievement in Montana Public Schools, National Assessment of
Educational Progress
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Montana Schools Perform Well

Reading Grade 8 Achievement in Montana Public Schools, National Assessment of
Educational Progress
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Scale score
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Montana Schools Perform Well

Mathematics Grade 4 Achievement in Montana Public Schools, National Assessment of
Educational Progress
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Montana Schools Perform Well

Mathematics Grade 8 Achievement in Montana Public Schools, National Assessment of
Educational Progress
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Montana Schools Perform Well

Black/White Achievement Gap from 1971 — 2004

National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP)
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Montana Schools Perform Well

Black/White Achievement Gap from 1971 — 2004
National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP)
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Montana Schools Perform Well

Black/White Achievement Gap from 1971 — 2004
National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP)
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Montana Schools Perform Well

Average ACT Composite Scores Over Time, Montana Public Schools
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Number of test-takers
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Montana Schools Perform Well

Annual number of test-takers, Montana SAT
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Montana Schools Perform Well

Percent of Population [ﬂs

with a High School L
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Montana Schools Perform Well

“Teachability”’Index

-School Readiness
Preschool enroliment
English as primary language
Parental education

-Community
Crime victimization
Drug use
Religious observance
Residential mobility
-Race
Non-Hispanic White
-Economics
Income
Poverty
-Health
Disabilities
Mortality
Low birth weight survival
Suicide
-Family

Teenage birth
Single parenthood
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Montana Schools Perform Well

The State with the largest
positive difference in student
achievement between
predicted features on the
Teachability Index and actual
student performance was...

Montana

But that's not all...

Linda McCulloch, Superintendent

Montana Office of Public Instruction
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Montana Schools Perform Well

Same study found that
Montana was also able
to produce the largest
difference with the
least amount of dollars

Conclusion: Montana has a very
efficient school system

Linda McCulloch, Superintendent
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Montana Schools Perform Well

Mathematics Grade 8 Achievement in Montana Public Schools, National Assessment of
Educational Progress
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Montana Schools Perform Well

Reading Grade 8 Achievement in Montana Public Schools, National Assessment of
Educational Progress
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Montana Schools Can Perform
Better

Grade 4 Mathematics Performance in Montana Public Schools, National Assessment of
Educational Progress
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Montana Schools Can Perform
Better

Grade 8 Mathematics Performance in Montana Public Schools, National Assessment of
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Montana Schools Can Perform
Better

Grade 4 Reading Performance in Montana Public Schools, National Assessment of
Educational Progress
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Scale Score

Montana Schools Can Perform
Better

Reading Grade 8 Performance in Montana Public Schools, National Assessment of
Educational Progress
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Montana Schools Can Perform
Better

Performance on 2005 MontCAS Examination: Economic Disadvantage More Adversely

Affects American Indian Youth

O Proficient or Above and Economically
Disadvantaged

O Proficient or Above and Non-Economically
Disadvantaged

m Below Proficient and Economically
Disadvantaged

O Below Proficient and Non-Economically
Disadvantaged

American Indian

Linda McCulloch, Superintendent
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Percent of student population

Montana Schools Can Perform
Better

Percentage of Students Performing at State-Designed Proficiency Levels, 2005 MontCAS
examination
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Percent of student population

Montana Schools Can Perform
Better

Percentage of Students Performing at State-Designed Proficiency Levels, 2005 MontCAS
examination, Decile 9 excluded
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Montana Schools Can Perform
Better

Did not go to school because they felt unsaf e at school or on their way
to school, Youth Risk Behavior Survey
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Montana Schools Can Perform
Better

Felt so sad or hopeless for two weeks or more inarow that they stopped
doing some usual activities, Youth Risk Behavior Survey
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Montana Schools Can Perform
Better

Carried a weapon such as a gun, knife, or club during the past 30 days
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Montana Schools Can Perform
Better

Seriously considered attempting suicide during the past 12 months
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Montana Schools Can Perform
Better

Actually attempted suicide during the past 12 months

—e—MT
——@l—— Al (Res)

Al (Urban) |

1993 1995 1997 1999 2001 2003 2005

Year

Linda McCulloch, Superintendent

Montana Office of Public Instruction

ﬁ.f.:.’;m‘n. s0620.2501 22 March 2006
www.opi.mt.gov



What lies ahead?

American Indians will
continue to grow as
percentage of total

population

Linda McCulloch, Superintendent
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What lies ahead?

Population by Age Group:
2004

16.2%

Linda McCulloch, Superintendent
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What lies ahead?

State Dependency Ratio

Number of youth (under age 20) and elderly (over
age 65) for every 100 workers

Current US D.R. =52
2050 U.S. Projection =70

Current Montana D.R. = 78
2025 Montana Projection = 95.3

Rank = 3
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What Lies Ahead?

Top Ten Detailed Occupations Which
Will Grow by More Than 1,000 Jobs:

2002-2012
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What Lies Ahead?

Wages by Training Requirements:
MT vs. USA

Linda McCulloch, Superintendent

Montana Office of Public Instruction

000000000

Helenﬁ,f Montana 59620-2501 22 M arc h 2006
www.opi.mt.gov



What Lies Ahead?

Basic job skills most in demand
By Gazette News Services

From the Billings Gazette 3/13/06

CASPER -- Workers with basic job skills will be more in demand in
Wyoming than those with skills associated with advanced education,
according to a state study.

The finding by the Wyoming Department of Employment, Research
and Planning Division suggests that a "brain drain" of young people
who have acquired a higher education will continue since most of
the jobs being created in the state are in the fast-growing natural
resources and mining, and construction industries.

The mining and construction industries typically don't require more
than a high school education, but do require a heavy emphasis of
on-the-job training, the study said.

Senior Research Analyst Sylvia Jones, author of the study, said
personal skills needed for most of the jobs being created are of a
basic variety, such as reading, listening

Linda McCulloch, Superintendent

Montana Office of Public Instruction
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Is there a brain-drain?
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Is There A Brain Drain?

Table 2. Enrollment, residence, and migration of all first-time degree/cerificate-sesking undergraduate
students enrolled at Title IV institutions, by state: fall 2004

Enroliment in Residents of the
imstifutions  Residents of the designated Migration of students
lecated in the designated  state attending Into Out of
designated state attending an institution designated  designated Met
State state any institution  jn the same state state state rigration
Unitad States 2,210,285 2,808,842 2,385,047 522,238 420,585 101,543
Alabama 43,438 38477 34,827 5802 3,850 4,882
Alaska 3,408 5014 3,078 330 1,838 -1,608
Arizona 55,471 44 287 40,102 15,359 4,185 11,174
Arkansas 25,840 24 880 21,248 3,802 2,742 1,250
California 305,785 297,316 273,728 32.087 23,588 8482
Colorado 53,33 51,375 43,31 9.840 7,284 1,288
Connecticut 32822 37,850 23,270 8,722 14,580 -4.808
Dielawars 5.815 7.507 5,373 3442 2,134 1,308
District of Columkbia 12,885 4783 1.582 11,303 3,181 B.122
Florida 186,808 148,823 134,310 32,289 12,513 18,786
Georgia 81,852 £B,780 77.065 14,818 11,524 3,122
Hawaii 5,768 8,135 6,223 2,476 2,842 -386
ldaha 12,798 12488 0,452 3,318 3,007 302
llimzis 113,731 124,182 100,351 13,380 23,841 -10.481
Indiana 83,892 53,217 42,828 14,056 7,281 8,775
lowra 44 547 38,429 3z.212 12,335 4217 8,118
Kansas 31,383 25,154 25,304 5,078 3,850 2,220
Kentucky 400,863 38,205 32,150 5813 4 0585 4788
Laouisiana 47,810 44 505 41,053 8,557 3,852 2,705
Maine 11,268 12,480 5,342 2,827 41158 -1,181
Maryland 49,725 56,584 32,148 10,847 17,746 -7.088
Massachusstts 77,873 688,172 50,6873 27.300 18,488 8,801
Michigan BiE,402 28,818 A7.8o7 5598 8,021 -426
Minnescta 82,241 64,123 51,458 10,772 12,554 -1,882
Mississippi 34,128 31,435 29,158 5.010 2,247 2,783
Missowri 53,780 51,885 43,748 10,031 7,206 2,125
- Mentana 8,622 8,780 8,561 2,061 2,238 A77
Mebraska 19,381 18,288 15,840 3421 3,328 83
Mewvada 14,717 15,280 12,672 2,045 2,588 -543
Mew Hampshire 12,8683 12442 6,828 5,035 5514 51

Linda McCulloch, Superintendent
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Is there a Brain Drain?

Average SAT (or converted ACT) score of student
in Montana higher education = 1026

Average SAT (or converted ACT) score of
Montana student attending college out of state
= 1215

1215 — 1026 = 189 point score difference

Linda McCulloch, Superintendent
Montana Office of Public Instruction

www.opi.mt.gov
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How do we respond?

New York Times

March 16, 2006
With Energy-Tax Bonanza, Wyoming Schools Enjoy Windfall
By KIRK JOHNSON

CHEYENNE, Wyo. — Forget the bucking bronco. A clattering cash register has
become the more apt symbol of Wyoming in the energy rush.

Money has been poured into wildlife protection, historical preservation and the
support of families of National Guard troops in Iraq. A $100 million tax cut this year
eliminated the sales tax on groceries. (There is no personal or corporate income tax
to cut.) But that still left hundreds of millions to be set aside in an all-purpose savings
account that some state officials fantasize could one day grow large enough to
subsidize the state budget itself — Wyoming as trust-fund kid, or cowboy emirate.

Education is the first step in the journey.

A recently approved $2.1 bilion cash infusion to its public elementary and secondary
schools over the next two years — a 24 percent increase in spending, all from energy
taxes — could vault the state to first or second in the nation in per-pupil spending,
from seventh.

And its only four-year college — the University of Wyoming, west of here in Laramie —
is racing ahead even faster. A $505 million endowment set aside by the Legislature in
March will allow the university and the two-year community colleges to go on a hiring
spree. The goal is to create perhaps a dozen permanently endowed chairs in an
ﬁﬁ%rt tlo_lure high-profile professors — and their graduate students in tow — to the

igh plains.

Linda McCulloch, Superintendent

Montana Office of Public Instruction
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How do we respond?

Lawmakers: Ed funding remarkable
Two-thirds of budget goes to education, including scholarships
By The Associated Press

From the Billings Gazette, 3/13/06

CHEYENNE, Wyo. -- The Legislature adjourned its 2006 session on
Saturday with leaders of both parties saying the budget state lawmakers
produced over the past month offers unprecedented levels of funding and
opportunity for Wyoming over the next two years.

Spending on education accounts for nearly two-thirds of the $3.4 billion inﬁ'

state spending that Gov. Dave Freudenthal signed into law Friday.

Funding for K-12 schools, the state's community college system, the
University of Wyoming and various school construction projects totals
more than $2.2 billion.

"There's a ton of funding," said House Speaker Randall Luthi, R-
Freedom. "There's a billion dollars worth of funding for K through 12. And
certainly if we can improve our educational system by throwing money at
it, we've done that."

Linda McCulloch, Superintendent

Montana Office of Public Instruction

PO Box 202501

Helena, Montana 59620-2501 22 MarCh 2006
www.opi.mt.gov



Summary

Montana students achieve well

Difficult questions surround achievement of
American Indian students

Population predictions suggest a more dependent
population (graying population with few
children)

Problem is compounded by growth in low-wage
sectors of the economy

Though policy environment is similar region-wide,
available responses are not

Disparate responses suggest difficulty

Linda McCulloch, Superintendent

PO Box 202501
na, Montana 59620-2501
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Contact Information:

Christopher Lohse
Director of Policy Research and Federal Liaison
Montana Office of Public Instruction
Phone: (406) 444-3449

Fax: (406) 444-1373

E-Mall: clohse2@mt.gov

Linda McCulloch, Superintendent
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